ANNUAL  MEDICAL  REPORT 


FOR  1900. 
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TO  TEE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

of  the 

D UCKFA  S TL  El  G 11  URBA  N DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 
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Gentlemen', — 

Population. — lu  my  house  to  liouse  inspection  of  cottages  in  1909 
I found  thei-8  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
inmates — 1235  against  1254  in  1908 — but  as  I have  no 
means  of  calculating  the  number  in  the  rest  of  the 
houses  I think  the  estimate  of  the  entire  population 
had  better  remain  the  same  as  last  j'oar,  2450. 

Births.— The  births  have  increased  by  only  1.  There  were  36, 
12  boys  and  24  girls  (giving  a rate  of  14-69),  against 
35  in  1908,  the  lowest  number  I have  yet  recorded. 
The  average  for  the  ten  j'oars,  1899  to  1908,  was  50,  a 
rate  of  19  61  per  1,000.  The  births  registered  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1908  were  equal  to  a rate  of 
26-5  per  1,000. 
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Deaths.— The  deaths  registered  were  22,  a rate  of  8'98  per  1,000, 
the  lowest  number  T have  recorded  in  any  Annual 
Eeport.  The  lowest  before  tliis  was  23,  equal  to  a rate 
of  9'25  per  1,000.  Ihe  liighest  was  42,  giving  a rate 
of  16'8  per  1,000.  The  average  for  the  ten  years,  1899 
to  1908  was  34-2,  a rate  of  13  36  per  1,000.  There 
were  four  mouths  in  the  year  (April,  July,  August,  and 
September),  in  which  no  deaths  were  registered.  Six 
paupers  belonging  to  Bnckfastleigh  (East)  died  in 
Totnos  Union  Workhouse  during  1909. 


There  were  2 deaths  under  1 year,  one  from  Pneu- 
monia, and  the  other  (3  days  old)  from  Atelectasis,  one, 
between  1 and  o years  old,  from  Bronchitis.  None  from 
5 to  15,  and  none  from  15  to  25.  From  25  to  65  there 
tvere  8,  throe  from  Phtliisis,  one  from  Psoas  abscess, 
one  from  Bronchiti.s,  two  from  Heart  dise.ase  and  one 
from  hlxhaustion  following  Conjestion  of  the  Liv('r.  1 1 
deaths  occurred  at  65  and  upwards — four  from  (kiiicer, 
one  from  Bronchitis,  one  from  Heart  disea.so,  three 
from  Natural  decay,  one  from  Nephritis  and  one  from 
Apoplexy.  The  average  age  of  the  1 1 dying  at  65  and 
upwards  w'as  7 6 years. 


Infectious  Diseases. —Tim  district  was  not  quite  free  from 
infectious  disease  last  year,  3 cases  of  Scarlet  fever 
were  notified  in  the  mouth  of  September.  One  was 
notified  on  the  17th,  and  I could  not  discover  how’  the 
child  caught  the  infection.  The  other  two  were  sister.s, 
and  one  of  them  came  in  special  contact  with  the  lirst 
case  and  gave  it  to  her  sister.  The  rooms  occupied  by 
infectious  cases  are  always  disinfected,  after  recovery, 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  under  my  directions. 

Tuberculosis. — Three  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis  Pulmoualis 
during  the  3’ear,  and  one  from  Psoas  abscess,  probably 
of  tuberculous  origin.  A memorandum  was  issued  early 
in  the  year  by  the  Medical  OfRccr  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  administrative  measures  against 
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tuberculosis  aud  advising  the  notification  of  pauper 
cases  to  the  M.O.II.  The  only  notification  I have 
received  was  from  the  Hoyal  Herbert  Hospital,  Wool- 
wich, the  case  being  that  of  a Private  in  the  2ud  Devon 
Pegiment.  The  Council  have  had  cards,  with  instruc- 
tions to  patients  suffering  from  Phthisis,  printed  and 
given  to  the  Medical  men  in  tho  District,  to  be  distributed 
to  all  such  patients. 


Dairies  and  CDWSheds.  — The  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanied  me 
in  all  my  visits  of  Inspection.  The  Dairies,  without 
e'sec[>tion,  were  (piite  clean  and  well  ventilated.  The 
Cow-'hods  also,  were  in  a satisfactory  condition,  except 
that  one  wanted  lime  washing.  Last  April  complaints 
readied  me  iiboiit  a cow  belonging  to  a dairyman.  I 
went  to  see  it,  with  tlio  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  found  it 
looking  ^eiy  thin,  I asked  a Veterinary  Surgeon  to  see 
it,  and  sent  a specimen  of  its  milk  to  the  Clinical 
Research  As.sociiition  for  examiuiition.  The  Veterinary’s 
report  was  tlmt  the  cow  had  had  acute  rheumatism  in 
.June,  1908,  tli.it  it  was  a heavy  milker  and  had  not 
regained  condition  since  her  illness.  The  report  of 
the  examination  of  the  milk  was  “ some  excess  of 
lencocvles  Imt  no  tubercle  bacilli.”  The  cow  was  sold 
to  a Ibitcher  whom  I at  once  t(dd  it  must  not  be  killed 
for  food  until  he  had  a ([ualified  Veterinary’s  certificate 
that  it  was  not  tuberculous.  He  kept  it  for  some  months 
and  then  sold  it  in  the  open  market. 


Slaughterhouses. —We  found  all  these  in  a satisfactory  state. 


Cottage  Accommodation.— Nearly  .all  the  cottages  are  clean  and 
well-kept.  No  overcrowding  was  detected.  We  found 
17  empt}'  cottages  in  Puckfastleigh  (rnostl}^  in  Higher 
Town),  aud  1 iu  Higher  Buckfast.  The  conveniences 
are  well  flushed  and  kept  clean.  We  inspected  333 
cottages  containing  1,235  inmates,  an  average  of  less 
than  4 to  each  cottage.  Several  families  emigrated 
last  year. 
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Sewerage  and  Water. — These  schemes  are  working  very  satisfac- 
torily. As  I stated  last  year  the  water  is  pure,  is 
collected  on  Dartmoor  in  collecting  pipes  laid  in  the 
granite  gravel  from  4 to  12  feet  deep,  quite  out  of 
reach  of  contamination. 

House  Refuse. — As  before,  this  is  removed  and  disposed  of  by 
public  scavenger,  who  collects  it  3 times  weekly. 

School. — The  Council  School  is  in  good  sanitary  condition,  is 


supplied  with  town  water,  and  has  conveniences  with 
automatic  flushing. 


Isolation  Hut. — This,  which  is  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the 


town  (outside  tlie  district)  is  still  available  for  use  by 
permission  of  the  Totnes  Rural  Authority. 

I think  it  will  be  agreed  that  this  is  quite  a favourable 
report.  The  infectious  cases  were  limited  to  .‘I,  2 of 
them  being  in  the  same  house.  The  district  still 
remains  quite  free  from  Enteric  Fever.  The  death- 
rate  is  exceeding!}’  low — it  may  be  found  to  be  almost 
the  lowest  in  England — and  that  indicates  that  the 
general  health  must  have  been  uniformly  good  through- 
out the  year.  The  Infant  mortality  continues  very  low. 
The  only  regrettable  points  are  the  tendency  to  a 
diminishing  population,  and  the  low  birth-rate. 


I am,  Geutlemem, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Oflicer  of  Health.. 


